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Abstract

The study examines the dynamics of a predator-prey model that includes temporal delays, concentrating on
the impact of these delays on system stability and behavior.It delineates criteria for the global stability of the
positive equilibrium using a generalized Lyapunov function and the Razumkin-type theorem, emphasizing the
significance of temporal delays in biological systems. The research highlights the Neymark-Saker (NS) bifur-
cation, examining the impact of fractional configurations on this bifurcation and the system’s overall dynamic
stability. The research utilizes the Lyapunov-Razumihin approach to identify bifurcation points and forecast
the system’s progression in intricate ecological settings. The research examines the presence of periodic solu-
tions and local stability criteria related to the two delays in predator-prey interactions. Numerical simulations
are used to substantiate the theoretical results, specifically for the periodic bifurcation solutions associated
with the Neymark-Saker bifurcation.
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1 introduction

Dynamic systems employing fractional derivatives signify an evolution from conventional mathematical mod-
els that utilize improper derivatives to characterize processes demonstrating memory characteristics and non-
local effects. Consequently, these models have arisen as formidable instruments across several domains, in-
cluding control, physics, biology, and engineering The examination of dynamical bifurcations, namely the
Neymark-Saker (NS) bifurcation, is a significant subject in the analysis of these systems?*22 This study ex-
amines the correlation between fractional arrangements and their influence on the Neymark-Saker bifurcation
by utilizing the Lyapunov-Razumikhin method, which elucidates the impact of time delay on the system’s
dynamic stability and identifies bifurcation points, particularly concerning the Neymark-Saker bifurcation, in-
dicative of nonlinear dynamic alterations*” Analyzing these occurrences allows us to forecast the system’s
evolution in a complex environment, which is crucial for evaluating ecological interactions and the dynamic
patterns of species in nature.The examination of stability and bifurcations in delayed and partially transient
systems depends on robust mathematical methodologies, notably the Lyapunov-Razumihin method. This
methodology offers a theoretical foundation for examining the stability of fixed points in delayed and in-
complete systems, use Lyapunov functions to assess the system’s behavior around equilibrium points*” This
method, including the examination of NS bifurcations and predator-prey dynamics illustrating interactions be-
tween two species, will be highly beneficial for understanding multi-species interactions. Leslie introduced the
renowned Leslie predator-prey model, whereby the predator’s carrying capacity is proportionate to the prey
population, demonstrating the influence of time delays and fractional order on the development and evolution
of quasi-periodic oscillations.!
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Here, x and ) represent the densities of prey and predators, respectively, whereas a1, as, 1, 9, as, k are positive
constants. Context: where x and ) representthe population densities of prey and predators, respectively,
and aq, ag, i, v, ag, k are positive constants. The adequate conditions for the global stability of the positive
equilibrium of the system (1) are established utilizing the generalized Lyapunov function and the Razumkin-
type theorem. Temporal delays are acknowledged as key components in several biological dynamical systems.
They may disturb a steady equilibrium, resulting in population oscillations. Consequently, Shi included the
temporal delay related to predator maturity included into the system (1) and formulated the resulting delayed
predator-prey modelP®.”

dx _ 3.3 _ XY
dt_X(al X) 1+9x2

asx> 2
=9 (et 5
Utilizing the forward Euler method on system (2), we derive the discrete predator-prey system as follows:
2
x = x+ox (b = x%) - 5 )

Yo Y+ oy (b + 1555

Constant a; signifies the time delay caused by the negative feedback of the prey, whereas constant ay indicates
the time delay due to the constraints imposed by the adult predator. a;x?(t)V?(t) + mY?(t) is the response
function that delineates the predation behavior of the mature predator towards its prey.The aim of this study is
to analyze the influence of the two delays on the system’s dynamics. Specific sufficient requirements for the
local stability of the positive fixed point and the possibility of periodic solutions through the Neymark-Sacker
bifurcation are established concerning the two delays. The normal form technique and central manifold theory
are employed to determine the direction and stability of the periodic bifurcation solution of the Neymark-
Sacker bifurcation. Numerical simulations are presented to demonstrate the theoretical analysis”

2 The presence and stability of fixed positions

understanding fixed point Stability is essential within the context of a predator-prey system. The fixed points
signify equilibrium states when predator and prey populations have reached balance. By examining their stabil-
ity, we may predict the long-term trends of these ecological systems, therefore improving our comprehension

of the factors affecting their overall dynamics. ecosystem 31>

2
X = x4 0x (b = %) = 2%

2 “)
Y=Y+y (-bz + —f_’fﬁXQ)
Assuming w = 1 without loss of generality, the system (1) is simplified to:
— Xy
X =x+0x (af = x°) - 752 -

Y=Y+6Y(—ar + 25

Lemma 1.2
(i) The system (5) possesses two fixed points. The points (0,0) and (a1, 0) are applicable for all parameters.
(ii) The system (5) possesses a equilibrium point (g, Vo )iff aga% > as(1+ a%), where Yo, ) satisfy
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Subsequently, we shall examine The stability of equilibrium points. The stability of an equilibrium point (', ))
is dictated by the magnitudes of the characteristic equation and it is eigenvalues at that specific position.

The Jacobian matrix J of the system (5) at the equilibrium point.t (), )’) is represented as

3 3 2AxY Ax?
J(x, V) = L+ A (e} - 4°) — 55—t 2
’ APy 1+A (—Cbz + fj’;cz) ’
and we have
[ 1+Aa} 0O
J(O’O)_ ( 0 1—A6L2
2
1-3Ad3 —29
J (ala 0) ' thas aza?
0 1+ A (—a + 124)
1+ A (af — 4x3) — 28z0Yy  _ AXG
17 X0 (14x2)° 1+x3
J(X,J)) = 2Aasx0Yo 1 —|—A —ay + aSX(z)
(1+x3)’ SRR

To investigate the stability of the equilibrium points of system (2), We initially offer a lemma as follows:

Lemma 222 Define G(a) = a? 4+ Bya + C;. Assume that G(1) > 0, and a1, o denoted the two roots of
G(a) =0, then

(1) |ag] < 1,|az| < 1iff G(—1) > 0and C; < 1;

(2) |aa| <1, |az| >1(or|ar] >1,as] < 1)iff G(—1) < 0;

3) |a1] > 1,Jaz| > 1iffG(-1) >0,C; < 1;

4)an = —1and |ag| # 1iff G(—1) = 0and By #0,2;

(5) a1 , ap are complex and |a| = 1,|as| = 1iff B —4C; < 0and C; = 1.

Let o7 and ovg denoted the Jacobian matrix J with it is characteristic equation has two roots J. The stationary
point (x, ) is designated as a sink if ;| < 1 and |as| < 1, and the sink exhibits local asymptotic stability.
(x, ) is designated as a source if || > 1 and |aa| > 1, indicating that the source is locally unstable. (x, ))
is designated as a saddle if |1 | > 1 and |az| < 1, orif |a1| < 1and|as| > 1. (x, ) is termed non-hyperbolic
if either |a1| = 1 or |as| = 1.

From Lemma 2, we may derive the subsequent results:

Proposition 3. The eigenvalues at the equilibrium point (0,0) are a; = 1 + Aa3, ag = 1 — Aas.
(D If 0 < Aay < 2then the equilibrium point (0, 0) is a saddle ;

(1) if Aaz > 2 then equilibrium point (0, 0) is a source ;

(W) if cvay = 2 then equilibrium point (0, 0) is non-hyperbolic .

2
Proposition 4.2% The eigenvalues of the equilibrium point (a1, 0) are a; = 1—3aa3, ap = 1+« (—ag + fii% )

(I) The equilibrium point (a1, 0) is a saddle if 0 < Aa} < %;
(I) The equilibrium point is denoted (a1, 0) is a source if Aaj > %;
(IIT) The equilibrium point (a1, 0) is non-hyperbolic if Aa3 = %

the Jacobian matrix J of the system (2) has the characteristic equation it is evaluated at (xo,)y) may be
expressed as
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a® +p (x0, Yo) @+ q (x0, Vo) =0 (6)
where
2
asxj 2x0X0
p(Xo,y0)=—2—<—a2+a:13—4X8+ I 2 A
I+x6 (1+x3)
2
asxo 2x00
q (x0, Vo) =1+ | —az +af — 4x{ + - A
L+ag  (14x3)°
) ) aty? 4P 2a
+ | —dBag + dagy + X0 _ZX0 2X°y°2 A2
I+x5 1+x5 (1+x3)
Let
asx?2 2 aty? 4y2 2a
€= —ax+a} —4x3+ o __2xoX w = —aSay + dasxd + 1XD X0 2X00

L+xg  (1+x2)7 L+xg 1+x5 (143"

then equation. (3) can be written as

o — (24 EA)a+ (1+ A+ @A?) =0

Andlet F(a) = o — (24 £A)a+ (1 4+ €A 4 wA?), then we have

F(1) = wA? > 0, F(—1) = 4 + 26A + wA?,

Proposition 5% Let (o, Vo) be positive equilibrium point of system (2):
(I) the positive equilibrium point (o, Vo) constitutes a sink if any of the following requirements is satisfied:
(L) —2y@w < €< 0and0 < A < —%;

@QDE< —2ymand 0 < A < —VEAT,

(I) the positive fixed point (o, Vo) is a source if any of the following requirements are met:
(LI —2y/w < £ <Oand A > —£;

@I ¢ < —2y/@and A > —SHVEA=,

GBIDE > 0;

(TII) the positive fixed point (xo, Vo) is a saddle if the following condition holds: ¢ < —2/z0 and B VA i ”;Lzlw <
A < —{+v §2—dw .

(IV) the po?itive fixed point (o, Vo) is classified as non-hyperbolic if any of the following requirements are
satisfied::

AV.DE < —2y/@and § = =SV and A £ -2 4

(IV2) —2y/w < {<0and§ = — 2.

According to Lemma 2, if condition (IV.2) of Proposition 4 is satisfied, then one eigenvalue of the positive
fixed point (xo, Vo) is -1, whereas the other is neither 1 nor -1.

Assume
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e T _4
FBl = {(a17a27a37A)2A: $7€< —2\/1570/1,0/2,0/3,A >O}

or

_ /62 4
Fpy = {(a17a2>a3>A) PA= yaf < =2Vw, a1, a9, a3, A >0};

The flip bifurcation at the fixed point (g, o) will transpire if the parameters fluctuate within the narrow
vicinity of Fg; or Fgs.

Permit

Hp = {(a17a27a37ﬁ) A= *é,*2ﬁ< £<0,a1,a9,a3,A > 0}

3 Fractional Razumikhin-Lyapunov Stability Theorem for Time-Delay Systems

Examine a nonlinear fractional time-delay system.

?DD;fX(t) =g (t7Xt) ) (7)

where x(t) € R",0 < ¢ < 1,and g : R x C — R". To determine the future development of the state, it is
crucial to provide the initial state variables x(t) throughout a duration of r, namely from ¢y — r to .

Xto = 'll), (8)

where ¢ € C'is given. In other words x (to + ©) = (0), —r < 0 < 0.

Definition 1.%Assume that g(t,0) = 0 for all t+ € R. The solution xy = 0 of (7) is deemed steady if, for any
to € Rand e > 0, there exists a A = A(e, to) such that ||| < A ensures ||x:(to, )| < € fort > to. The
solution x = 0 of (1) is classified as asymptotically stable if it is stable and there exists a A, = A, (t9) > 0
such that |[¢)]] < A, guarantees that x: (tg,%) — 0 as ¢t — oo. The solution y = 0 is deemed uniformly
stable if the parameter § in the definition is not contingent upon ¢y. The solution x = 0 of (7) is uniformly
asymptotically stable if it is uniformly stable and there exists a A, > 0 such that, for any ¢ > 0, there exists a
T'(() satisfying ||| < d, implies that ||x¢ (to, ¥)|| < € fort > to + T'(¢) for every ¢y € R.

The Lyapunov-Razumikhin method is an effective instrument for assessing the stability of discrete-time sys-
tems with delays and can elucidate the conditions that result in NS splitting. The Neimark-Sacker bifurcation,
often termed Neimark-Sacker bifurcation, transpires in discrete-time systems. In a time-delay system, the
“state” at time ¢ necessitates a value of x(¢) within the interval [t — r, ], denoted as x;. Consequently, it is
reasonable to anticipate that the associated Lyapunov function is represented as V' (¢, x:), which relies on x;
and quantifies the deviation of y; from the trivial solution (°%1

Let V(t,%) be differentiable, and let x.(¢, 1) denote the solution of (7) at time ¢ with the starting condition
X+ = . We subsequently compute the Caputo derivative of V' (¢, x;) about ¢ and assess it at ¢ = ¢ as follows:

1 d "V (s, xs)
to DYV (1,0) = i, DYV (8, Xt (6,0)) =y o = T(l—p) dt ( t (t_s)squ> ;
0 t=1,xt=1
1 "V (s, xs)

gngV(L7 ¢) = CODfV (t7 Xt(L7 w))’t:MXt:?/J - dS

LA=p) Jog =8 ey

where 0 < p < 1.
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Theorem 6'“Assume that f : R x C — R™ as defined in (7) is a mapping. Mapping from Rx (bounded
sets in C') to bounded sets in R™, and R, N, N3 : R, — R, X (s) and Ry(s) are continuous, non-decreasing
functions that are positive for s > 0, with ®;(0) = N3(0) = 0, and Ny is monotonically increasing. A
continuous function and differentiable exists. V' : R x R™ — R such that

Ri(l[xl) <Vt x) <Ro([[x]]), fort € R,x € R

The Caputo fractional derivative of V" along the solution x(¢) of (7) is fulfilled.

LDVt x(t) < —Rs(|[x(®)]]), for0 <p <1, atany time V(¢ + O, x(t +©)) < v(t,x(t))

For 0 < p < 1and © € [—r,0], the system (7) exhibits uniform stability.
If, furthermore, N3(s) > 0 for s > 0 and3Ja continuous non decreasing function p(s) > s for s > 0 such that
condition (8) is augmented to

L DIVt x(t) < =Rs(Ix(®), i V(E+ 0, x(t+0)) < p(V (¢ x(1)))

For0 < ¢ < 1and © € [—r,0], system (7) exhibits uniform asymptotic stability.If moreover lim_,, N1 (s) =
00, then system (1) is globally uniformly asymptotically stable.

The proof of this theorem is located in references.’

Theorem 7:¥ Assuming the conditions of Theorem 6 are met, substituting ¢, DY with tg D} does not affect
the validity of the results concerning this text discusses the concepts of uniform stability, the concepts uniform
asymptotic stability, and the concepts global uniform asymptotic stability.

Proof. If v(t, x(t)) > Othat § DYv(t,zx) < toD}v(t, x(t)), whichimplies that { Df'v (x.(¢)) < toD{v (x:(¥)) <
—p (xt(e)) forall t > to. Applying the same evidence as in Theorem 6 results in uniform, uniform asymptotic,
and global uniform asymptotic stability.

4 Neimark-Sacker bifurcationin Time-Delayed Systems

This section analyzes the NS bifurcation in the time-delayed system (3) at the positive fixed point (x,)). To
conduct a comprehensive assessment of the bifurcation analysis . The bifurcation substantially influences the
system’s dynamics, demonstrating cases where little parameter changes lead to considerable modifications in
predator-prey interactions. Moreover, understanding the time-delayed NS bifurcation improves insight into
ecosystem dynamics. This understanding subsequently facilitates the formulation of effective conservation
and management strategies aimed at ensuring the sustainable coexistence of predator-prey populations. This
study begins an analysis of the NS bifurcation at (x, )), based on condition in Lemma 1 . By applying a slight

bifurcation parameter close to the critical value!?1°

we proceed to investigate the NS bifurcation at (x,)) under condition stated in Theorem 6. By applying a
small perturbation A(]A| <« 1) to the bifurcation parameter around the critical value As, the system (5) is
changed to

c1Vn 9
yn+1 = ynedli X)’}L ( )

{ XW+1 — Xne(V+A)7:U'anclyn

(c+A)R
vey+pR?

We transform the fixed point (y, )) to the origin by considering the change of variables =,, = x,,—

_ (ptA)dy
yn crdi+vN-°

VUp =

As a result, the system (9)is converted into the subsequent form:
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(2c1+ula1)4(451+1/1a1) (2c1+ria)(dcitrvian)

R _ 8ci+2v—1c1c1 (1-20)—1iaf(146)  crai(der (1468)+vai (2+6)) =, N H (S, 0n)
[ 9 K (.,

@

where

H (20, 0n) = =2 + p2Z30n + 1aZa s + a0, + 505+ p6Zh + urZa + 0 (1] + [90])")

G (Ens ) = 1105 + 1o + 15Z200 + 14Z0% + O (vl + [00])")

v (=16¢% + dvear (-2 + 6) + v2aid) ~ we(=16¢% +dveay (=24 6) + v2afA)
= 2(2¢ + vaq ) (4e + vay) H2 = 2(2¢c + vaq ) (4c + vay)
o ? (8¢% + 2vean (1 — 2A) — v2ai(1+0)) _ Aag(de(1+ A) +vai(2+ A))
K 2(2¢c + vaq ) (4e + vay) i 2(2¢ + va)(de + vay)
_ Par(Ae(l+06) +vay(2+9)) 2 (—24¢% + 203 (=1 + 6) + 2vcay (=7 + 20))
Hs = 6(2c + vaq)(4c+vay) He = 6(2c + vaq ) (4e + vay)
) c (=82 + v2ai(14 A) + 2vca (-1 + 2A)) , (2¢ + vay)?
7= V1 = )
(2¢ + vaq)(de + va) Loty 2
6 (401-:04?01[1 + A)
4(2¢ + vay)? 2(2¢c +vay)? (2c +vay)?
S dct2 2278 = dc42 2T T ke -
Sof (Y +a)° o} (e 4 a) o (fpe 4 0)

The system (8) characteristic equation of the Jacobian matrix of estimated at origin is

€2 — a1 (A)E+ B1(A) =0 (11)

where

~vai(de(l+A) +var(2+A))
(2¢ + vay)(4e + vaq)

Ay = veal+8) +c@+44) 12)

a(A) =
2c +vag

The complex solutions for (9) are calculated as:

12 =

Moreover, we obtain

d&| _ (dl&] _ detve
s ) s_o s )s_, 4c+2va

Additionally, it is required that 5{“’2 # 1 when A = 0 for k = 1,2, 3,4, which corresponds to a;(0) #
—2,2,0,1. We obtain
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Moreover, a; (0) = —2 is equivalent to ¢ = 0, which is not possible. Next, to change (8) into normal form at
A = 0, we use the following transformation:
- _ 2coq 0
S detra Xn
= 4c 1 4v2a? ] |: :l . (13)
|: 19” :l [ T dctron 2 4 - (4c+110511)2 yn

Upon application of the mapping (12), the system (9) takes the following form:

e 1 [ wPar
{ Xn+1 ] _ dctba 2 (dc+ba)? { Xn ] + [ T(Xn> Vn) :| (14)
- 1 4b2a2 ba n II nyYn
Y +1 2 4 - (4c+ba)? T et ba Y (X Y )

where

—[ (Xna yn) = ClXELyn + CQXnyZ + CSX% + C4Yn2 + CSXnyn + CGX% + C7Y7§ =+ ) <(|Xn| + D)n|)4> )

IT ('Unayn) = le%yn + dovp Y + d3Xny72L + d4X$L + dSyz + dﬁX% + d7y2 +0 ((|Xn| + |yn|)4) y

and
PWoR (c(2¢ + ba))3/? _AbPa(2c+ba)  4c*(2c+ ba)
“a= ¢ (4c + bar)? 2= (4c + bar)? 3= (4c + bar)?
o _402(20 + pa) o _2\/§bca c(2¢+ par) o 2¢%(2¢ + pa)?(8c + par)
1 (4e + pa)2 -’ °T (4e + pa)? e 3(4e + pa)3 ’
o —ic2 _ Apta? 3/2 P 16¢*(2¢ + pa) & — e
T (4de + por)? T T e+ pa)® TP (de+ pa)?’
iy — I 2ucdan/c(2c + pa) iy — 74\602«/0(20 + pa) i — 4v2¢%\/c(2¢c + pa)
(4c + par)? ’ (4c + par)? ’ (4e + par)? ’
g —g\/ic (c(2c + pa))3/?(8c 4 par) PR (160c* + 176pc®a + 72b%c2a? + 14p3ca® + btat)
R (4¢ + pav)? T 3(4c + pa)? '

The map (13) can undergo NS bifurcation if the following quantity is nonzero:

1—2¢)&3 1
L= (— Re ((61)527'207'11> -5 ‘7'11‘2 - |7'02|2 + Re (52721)) J (3)
1-& 2 =0

where

1 .
720 = g (axa = v + 26, +i (M = Myy, v, = 2T090)) s

1 .
11 = 7 (hewxa + v + (ke x, +11y,3,))

1 .
To2 = g (-anXn - -[ynyn - QHXnyn + ? (HXan - Hynyn + 2-[)(713}77,)) ’

1

T21 = E (—[XanXn + -IXnynyn + HXanyn + Hynynyn + i (TXanXn + HXnynyn - -IXanyn - —[ynynyn)) .
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Consequently, the outcome obtained The analysis presented above is as follows:Theorem 7 Assume that con-
dition on lemma 1 is satisfied. If L, as stated in (15), assumes a nonzero value, then system (9) under goes NS
bifurcation at ao provided that a varies within a proximate vicinity of as = %. Moreover, when L
is negative (or positive), the NS bifurcation observed in system (9) at Ej is classified as supercritical (subcrit-
ical), resulting in a singular closed invariant curve emanating from as, which is attracting (repelling)'812/20

5 Numerical Examples

This part presents simulations numerically to corroborate the theoretical analysis derived in Sections 2 and 3.
Letpy=1, 41 =4, us =3, m=28,s5=1.5,5 = 0.25, s = 0.15, 0 = 0.5. We now consider the specific
instance of system (3):

Bl — 1.5x() — x(t)x (t — 1) — 2200

T X 1+8x2(t)
Ay, 327 (t—r2)Va(t—Ko
dt(t) == &822)@—(:2) = 0.25)1(t) — 0.5)1(t) (10

D) — 0.5, (t) — 0.15)s(1)

It possesses a distinct positive equilibrium C*(0.4320, 0.4720, 1.4401). It is evident that my +mno = 1.1196 >
0 and (mg 4 ng) (M1 +n1 +p1) = 0.2212 > mg + pg = 0.096, therefore confirming that the requirement
(H,) is satisfied. For k; # 0 and k2 = 0, we find that e3, — 3ea; = 1.1868 > 0, v, = 0.2107, and
f1 (v1x) = —0.0038 < 0, thus confirming that the condition (Ha;) is satisfied. Subsequently, we obtain
w1p = 0.4798 and k19 = 1.6403. Additionally, f{ (v1.) = 0.1679 > 0.The condition Hao is fulfilled. The-
orem 6 states that the positive fixed C*(0.4320,0.4720, 1.4401) is asymptotically stable for k1 € [0, K10).
Figure 1 depicts the corresponding waveform and phase diagram. When the delay x; surpasses the criti-
cal threshold k1, the positive equilibrium C*(0.4320,0.4720, 1.4401) will become unstable, leading to a
Neimark-Sacker bifurcation, from which a series of periodic solutions will emerge from the positive equilib-
rium C*(0.4320, 0.4720, 1.4401). This phenomenon is demonstrated by the simulations numerically presented
in Fig. 2.

5.1 Figures

FIG 3 :C*is locally asymptotically stable for k = 1.28 For k1 = ko = k > 0, it follows that wy = 0.3559 and
ko = 1.0219. As the delay & escalates from zero to kg, the positive equilibrium C*(0.4330, 0.4620, 1.5401)
maintains its asymptotic stability. Subsequent to the delay « above the critical threshold xg, the positive
equilibrium C*(0.4330,0.4620, 1.5401) will exhibit instability, resulting in a Neimark-Sacker bifurcation.
This trait is demonstrated by the numerical simulations shown in Figure 3.
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I(1=1.35

K,=1.35

o O
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Time t Time t
(© (d

Figure 1: C* is locally asymptotically stable when k= 1.35
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Figure 2: C* is unstable when x= 1.68
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Figure 3: C*is locally asymptotically stable for k = 1.28
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6 Conclusion

The study underscores the significance of mathematical modeling in ecological research, particularly in elu-
cidating the complexities of predator-prey interactions influenced by time delays, which substantially impact
the dynamics of these systems, affecting stability and resulting in intricate oscillatory behaviors. Neimark-
Saker bifurcation analysis uncovered critical points, indicating that minor parameter alterations might result
in significant behavioral shifts in the system, implying the potential for periodic solutions?®2?26 Criteria for
local stability of positive equilibrium were defined, offering a basis for forecasting the system’s behavior under
varying situations. Robust mathematical techniques, like the Lyapunov-Razumihin approach, were employed
to analyze stability and bifurcations in delayed systems, becoming indispensable for ecological modeling. The
findings from this research can improve conservation and management techniques, augmenting our compre-
hension of species relationships and ecosystem dynamics®.”
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